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#Solutions2020 Policy Forum Hosted by FCC Commissioner Mignon Clyburn 

 

PARTICIPANT BIOS 

 
Lightning Round 1: Bridging the Affordability Gap 

 

Moderator:  Dr. Nicol Turner-Lee, Vice President and Chief Research and Policy Officer, 

Multicultural Media, Telecom and Internet Council (MMTC) 

 

Dr. Nicol Turner-Lee is Vice President and Chief Research and Policy Officer for the 

Multicultural Media, Telecom and Internet Council (MMTC), a 30-year old minority media 

advocacy organization, where she is responsible for designing and implementing its research and 

policy agenda.  She develops the policy and research agenda and works with civil rights, 

government, corporations and other stakeholders to strategize and operationalize MMTC’s work.   

 

Before joining MMTC, she was President and CEO of the National Association for Multi-

ethnicity in Communications (NAMIC), a national membership association that educates, 

advocates and empowers for multi-ethnic diversity in the communications industry through 

pipeline development, hiring and retention. Prior to NAMIC, Dr. Turner-Lee was Vice President 

and the first Director of the Media and Technology Institute for the Joint Center for Political and 

Economic Studies, one of the nation’s leading research and public policy institutions whose work 

focuses on issues of concern to African Americans and other people of color.  At the Joint 

Center, Dr. Turner-Lee created the first “National Minority Broadband Adoption Study” that was 

cited in the Federal Communications Commission’s congressionally mandated National 

Broadband Plan as well as a subsequent report detailing the information needs of communities.   

 

Dr. Turner-Lee is an appointee to the U.S. State Department’s Advisory Committee on 

International Communications and Information Policy (ACICIP) by Ambassador Daniel A. 

Sepulveda.  She is also a Visiting Researcher at the Center for Gender Equity in STEM for 

Women and Girls at Arizona State University.  Dr. Turner-Lee graduated with honors from 

Colgate University, has a doctorate in Sociology from Northwestern University and a Certificate 

in Nonprofit Management from the University of Illinois-Chicago.  She also serves as Secretary 

of her son’s local Boy Scouts troop.   

 

Chike Aguh, CEO, EveryoneOn 

 

Chike Aguh (Chee-Kay Ah-Goo) leads EveryoneOn as its chief executive officer (CEO). 

EveryoneOn is a national nonprofit that aims to eliminate the digital divide and has connected 

more than 300,000 low-income people since 2012. 

 

Chike is the son of immigrants from Nigeria whose lives were changed by America’s 

opportunities and he has spent his career ensuring that all Americans have access to the same. 

Previously, Chike worked as an education policy official under Mayor Michael Bloomberg, a 

second grade teacher and Teach For America corps member, a Fulbright Scholar in Thailand, 

and a Director of Corporate Strategy at the Advisory Board Company. 
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He holds degrees from Tufts University (B.A.), the Harvard Graduate School of Education 

(Ed.M), the Harvard Kennedy School of Government (MPA), and the University of 

Pennsylvania’s Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania (MBA). 

 

Bryan Mercer, Executive Director, Media Mobilizing Project 

 

Bryan Mercer is Executive Director of Media Mobilizing Project, which uses strategic media and 

communications to strengthen and connect communities organizing for their human rights. Bryan 

also works on media policy advocacy as a board member of the Media Action Grassroots 

Network. He completed his undergrad at Columbia University with a degree in Anthropology 

and Comparative Ethnic Studies. 

 

Anne Schwieger, Broadband and Digital Equity Advocate, City of Boston Department of 

Innovation & Technology 

 

Anne Schwieger works for the City of Boston Department of Innovation & Technology as 

Broadband and Digital Equity Advocate. In this role, she supports the City of Boston in 

advancing access to affordable broadband connectivity, up-to-date digital tools, and the digital 

skills that Bostonians need to engage in the educational, economic, and civic pursuits critical to a 

future of equity, innovation, and opportunity for themselves, their families, and communities.   

 

Anne also serves on the City of Cambridge Broadband Task Force and is the producer of 

Cambridge Broadband Matters on Cambridge Community Television.   

 

She holds a Master in City Planning from the Department of Urban Studies and Planning at MIT 

and a BA in Biology and Society from Cornell University.  

 

Diane Smith, Founder & CEO, American Rural  

 

Diane Smith is an entrepreneur, investor, mentor, author, and advocate with an extensive 

background in start-up companies and new industries. She is also the founder and CEO of 

American Rural, a non-profit dedicated to ensuring robust opportunities for rural and small town 

Americans. 

 

In 2004, Diane became the co-founder and CEO of a ground-breaking technology company in 

Northwest Montana that successfully raised millions in start-up capital. Prior to that, Diane was a 

senior telecom executive during some of the industry’s most disruptive years. Diane serves on 

numerous for profit and not-for-profit boards, including Mobile Future, the University of 

Montana’s Academy of Distinguished Entrepreneurs, and George Mason University’s Capitol 

Connection. She has written for the Huffington Post, the Daily Yonder, numerous tech 

publications, and the American Rural newsletter, Ruralistically. She is a frequent guest lecturer 

on entrepreneurship and technology at universities, hosts webinars on entrepreneurship and 

technology, and has spoken on topics in the U.S. and internationally regarding Women in 

Technology, Success in Unlikely Places, and What is Rural? Diane is a graduate of George 

Mason University and George Mason University School of Law and is a member of the state 

bars of Virginia and Montana. She and her husband David live in Columbia Falls, MT. 
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Panel Discussion: Ushering in the Next Chapter of Broadband and Health 

 

Moderator: Dr. Chris Gibbons, Founder & CEO, The Greystone Group. Inc. and Chief 

Health Innovation Advisor, FCC Connect2Health Task Force 

 

Dr. Gibbons is the Chief Health Innovation Adviser to the Federal Communications 

Commission’s Connect2Health Task Force.  He is also the Founder & CEO of The Greystone 

Group, Inc., a technology research, innovation, and incubation company.  He is also an Adjunct 

Asst. Professor at Johns Hopkins. Previously Dr. Gibbons was an Associate Director of the Johns 

Hopkins Urban Health Institute, and an Assistant Professor of Medicine, Public Health and 

Health Informatics at Johns Hopkins University. He is a published, author and international 

speaker who has authored over 75 books, book chapters, research manuscripts, monographs and 

technical reports. Dr. Gibbons obtained his medical degree from the University of Alabama and 

then completed residency training in Preventive Medicine, a basic science research fellowship 

and a Master of Public Health degree all from Johns Hopkins. 

 

Justin Sims, Co-CEO & President, Voxiva Inc. 

  

Justin Sims joined Voxiva in 2005 and serves as Co-CEO and President.  He has led the 

transformation of Voxiva from a developing world health information systems business to what 

has become the market leading digital health business for consumers.   

  

Justin has held a number of leadership roles in the communications and IT industry and has used 

this background to guide the merger of mobile technology with digital health. 

  

Previously Justin led AT&T Global Services, as President, with responsibility for a business that 

operated in 48 countries and with a diverse team of over 4,000 people.  Before that he was 

President of Global Services for Concert, a global data networking company and has held a 

number of senior management positions in British Telecom, Dialcom (one of the first email 

companies) and Prestel (an information service provider) 

 

Fenly Davis, Program Strategist, C Spire  

 

Kerry McDermott, MPH, Vice President, Public Policy and Communications, Center for 

Medical Inoperability  

 

Kerry is Vice President of Public Policy and Communications for the Center for Medical 

Interoperability, a 501(c)(3) organization led by health systems to advance data sharing between 

medical devices and systems. With 15 years of experience in health care, her priorities have 

included advancing interoperability, catalyzing a connected health ecosystem to improve 

individual and population health, and transforming care processes through the use of enabling 

technologies.  

 

Prior to joining the Center, Kerry was Senior Director, Healthcare Technology Policy for West 

Health and helped launch the West Health Policy Center. Previously, she was Director of 

Healthcare for the Federal Communications Commission, where she co-authored the healthcare 
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section of the National Broadband Plan, advised the White House Health IT Task Force, and 

served as the FCC’s liaison on healthcare issues. Kerry has testified before Congress on rural 

health challenges and participated in World Economic Forum mobile health initiatives. She has 

held strategy positions at CIGNA HealthCare, and roles in consulting, finance, and education. 

Kerry holds a Master of Public Health degree from Yale University. 

 

Ellis Lindsay, Senior Principal of Internet of Things Strategy, Corporate Strategy and 

Development Group, Nokia Corporation 

 

Ellis Lindsay is a Senior Principal, Internet of Things Strategy, within Nokia’s Corporate 

Strategy and Development group. As part of a small team that helps the company make strategic 

choices on where to focus, mapping out the long term strategy for profitable growth, he assesses, 

recommends, and helps execute Nokia’s strategic decisions to address the Internet of Things 

(IoT). 

 

Previous to this role and prior to Nokia’s acquisition of Alcatel-Lucent, he held senior roles in 

Alcatel-Lucent’s Motive Customer Experience business unit and both the corporate Solutions 

Incubation, and America’s Strategy teams. Before joining Alcatel-Lucent, Mr. Lindsay was 

Associate Director, Consumer Services Development at Bell Canada, and a Director of Strategic 

Alliances for Ubiquity Software. In these roles, he was an early participant in the evolution of 

voice over IP solutions within the service provider community. Mr. Lindsay also has extensive 

experience in the Consumer and Enterprise software markets from Corel Corporation and 

Cognos Inc. where he held Product Management roles earlier in his career.  

 

Mr. Lindsay holds a Bachelor of Engineering degree from Carleton University in Ottawa, 

Canada. 

 

Lightning Round 2: Combating Inequality in the Communications Sector 

 

Moderator: Ronald A. Brisé, Commissioner, Florida Public Service Commission  

 

Ronald A. Brisé was appointed to the Florida Public Service Commission by Governor Charlie 

Crist in July 2010 and was reappointed by Governor Rick Scott for a term through January 2018. 

He served as Commission Chairman in 2012-2014. 

 

Commissioner Brisé is a member of the National Association of Regulatory Utility 

Commissioners (NARUC) and serves in the following capacities: 

 Chair, Telecommunications Act Modernization (TeAM) Task Force 

Board of Directors 

 Committee on Telecommunications 

 Committee on International Relations 

 Subcommittee on Utility Market Access 

 Immediate Past President, Southeastern Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners 

 (SEARUC) 

 Board of Directors, Universal Service Administrative Company 

 Intergovernmental Advisory Committee, Federal Communications Commission 
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 Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Federal Communications Commission 

 

Commissioner Brisé previously served on the NARUC Task Force on Federalism and 

Telecommunications. In addition, he is Co-Chair of the Board of Directors of the National 

Utilities Diversity Council. Before this appointment, he represented District 108 in the Florida 

House of Representatives for four years. Commissioner Brisé received a bachelor’s degree in 

biology education from Oakwood University in Huntsville, Alabama and received MBA degrees 

in management and marketing from American Intercontinental University in Illinois. He and his 

wife, JoAn, have two children, Ronald Brisé II and Elizabeth Christiane Brisé, and together are 

faithful members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 

 

Loris Taylor (Hopi Nation), President & CEO, Native Public Media Inc.   

 

Loris Taylor (Hopi Nation), President/CEO of Native Public Media Inc., represents the digital 

and media interests of Native Americans inclusive of radio, television, journalism and public 

policy.   

 

Taylor’s leadership resulted in the first “Digital Journalism and Storytelling” curriculum for 

college credit, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Tribal Priority for broadcasting, 

the establishment of the FCC Office of Native Affairs and Policy, and the publication of the first 

seminal study on broadband “New Media, Technology and Internet Use in Indian Country.”  In 

2010, recommendations from the New Media study were included in the FCC’s National 

Broadband Plan. 

 

Taylor is currently a member of the FCC’s Diversity in a Digital Age Committee and formerly 

chaired the Economic, Finance and Economic Development and Technology and 

Telecommunications Committees of the National Congress of American Indians.  In 2008, 

Taylor represented Native Americans in briefing the Obama-Biden FCC Transition Team on 

telecommunications.  

 

Taylor was formerly the Executive Director of the Arizona Indian Gaming Association, General 

Manager of KUYI Radio, and Associate Director of the Hopi Foundation. 

In 2015, NPR honored Taylor for her service to broadcasting.  Other recognition includes the 

Native Americans in Philanthropy Delgado Award and the Ford Foundation Leadership for a 

Changing World Award.   

 

Monica Martinez, Advisor, Mobile Future 

 

Ms. Martinez serves as Advisor to Mobile Future, an association whose members include cutting 

edge technology and communications companies and a diverse group of non-profit 

organizations.  Mobile Future works to support an environment which encourages investment 

and innovation in the dynamic wireless sector.  In addition, Ms. Martinez is principal and 

founder of Ruben Strategy Group LLC.   There she specializes in strategic regulatory consulting 

for the energy, mobile communications, and non-profit sectors.   She works with national 

associations, non-profits, coalitions, and energy related businesses to help develop their markets, 

create strategic pathways to solutions, and grow their organizations.  Her specialties include 
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distributed generation technologies, diverse supplier and workforce efforts, and vulnerable and 

low-income solutions.    

 

Previously, Ms. Martinez served for over 6 years as a Michigan Public Service Commissioner, 

where she led new consumer education and awareness efforts promoting low-income and senior 

programs, energy affordability via efficiency, and the value of generation resource diversity.  She 

served as a member of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners 

Committees on Telecommunications and Consumer Affairs and was the regulatory member of 

the Federal Interstate Telecommunications Relay Services Advisory Council.  She has also 

served as a gubernatorial advisor and deputy director and state legislative committee senior 

advisor. 

 

In addition, Ms. Martinez serves as President and co-founder of Hispanics in Energy, a 501(c)3 

dedicated to providing a platform for Hispanics and energy; and also as a co-founder and 

Treasurer of Advancing Women in Energy. 

 

Ms. Martinez earned a Bachelor’s in Economics and Political Science and a Master’s in Business 

Administration, with distinction, both from the University of Michigan. 

 

Paul Wright, Director, Human Rights Defense Center  

 

Paul Wright is the founder and Executive Director of the Human Rights Defense Center. He is 

also the editor of Prison Legal News (PLN), the longest-running independent prisoner rights 

publication in U.S. history. He has co-authored three PLN anthologies: The Celling of America: 

An Inside Look at the U.S. Prison Industry (Common Courage, 1998); Prison Nation: The 

Warehousing of America’s Poor (Routledge, 2003); and Prison Profiteers: Who Makes Money 

from Mass Imprisonment (New Press, 2008). His articles have appeared in over 80 publications, 

ranging from Counterpunch to USA Today. A former prisoner, Paul was imprisoned for 17 years 

in Washington state until his release in 2003. During and since his incarceration he has 

successfully litigated a wide variety of censorship and public records cases against prison 

systems around the country, both as a pro se plaintiff and on behalf of PLN.  

 

Paul is a former military policeman, a graduate of the University of Maryland with a degree in 

Soviet History, and the former National Lawyers Guild Jailhouse Lawyer co-vice president 

(1995-2008). He is a 2005 Petra Fellow, the Freedom Fighter of the Month for High Times 

magazine in July 2006, a 2007 recipient of the James Madison Award from the Washington 

Coalition for Open Government, the 2008 inaugural recipient of the National Lawyers Guild's 

Arthur Kinoy award, and a 2011 recipient of the Distinguished Public Interest Service Award 

from the City of New York Law School. 

 

Dave Power, President & CEO, Perkins School for the Blind 

 

Dave Power is President and CEO of the Perkins School for the Blind, the first school for the 

blind in the US, where Helen Keller attended and Annie Sullivan taught.  Today Perkins helps 

children and young adults who are blind, deafblind or low vision realize their potential in 

college, employment, and community engagement.  Dave oversees the five operating groups of 

http://www.prisonlegalnews.org/store/products/prison-nation-the-warehousing-of-americas-poor/
http://www.prisonlegalnews.org/store/products/prison-nation-the-warehousing-of-americas-poor/
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Perkins: Perkins School for the Blind; Perkins eLearning for U.S. teachers of the visually 

impaired; Perkins International serving children in developing countries; Perkins Solutions, 

providing accessible product and services to organizations; and the Perkins Braille and Talking 

Book Library.   

 

Dave has guided growing organizations as an operating executive, board member, and advisor 

for over 25 years. His diverse background includes roles as CEO, general manager and 

marketing executive at Sun Microsystems, RSA Security, and other successful growth 

companies. He also led investments in emerging technology companies at Fidelity Ventures. 

 

Dave teaches Design Thinking at Harvard Extension School where he received the Joanne Fussa 

Distinguished Teaching Award in 2014, and is the author of “The Curve Ahead: Discovering the 

Path to Unlimited Growth.” 

 

Perkins’ mission and story are close to his heart. His son David, who is deafblind, graduated 

from Perkins in 2009. Dave has served on Perkins’ Board of Trustees since 2003.  

 

Dave received BSCE and MS degrees from Tufts University, and an MBA from Stanford 

Business School where he was an Arjay Miller Scholar. 

 

Lightning Round 3: Digital Inclusion in the 21st Century 

 

Moderator: Adam Clayton Powell III, Director of Washington Programs, USC Annenberg 

Center for Communication Leadership and Policy 
 

Adam Clayton Powell III is Director of Washington Programs for the University of Southern 

California's Annenberg Center for Communication Leadership and Policy, where he coordinates 

an initiative on cybersecurity and the Internet of Things. With appointments in both USC’s 

Communications and Engineering schools, his previous positions include serving as USC’s Vice 

Provost for Globalization and Director of the National Science Foundation’s digital media 

research center, which is located at USC. Before joining the USC faculty, he was Vice President 

for Technology and Programs for the Freedom Forum and Vice President in charge of programs 

for the Newseum; Executive Producer at Quincy Jones Entertainment; Vice President for news 

and information programming at National Public Radio; News Manager and Coordinating 

Producer at CBS News in New York; and General Manager of WHUT-TV in Washington and 

KMTP-TV in San Francisco, the first and second African American-owned PBS stations. 

 

David Cerullo, Chairman & CEO, INSP, LLC – AWAITING ABBREVIATED VERSION 

 

David Cerullo is Chairman and CEO of INSP, LLC, a for-profit, independent cable television 

network available through telco, DBS, and cable to more than 83 million homes. Featuring 

family-friendly content, INSP has become one of the fastest-growing networks in the U.S. The 

company also has launched (and subsequently divested) other networks, including lifestyle-

focused i-Lifetv, millennial-targeted Halogen, and Spanish-language La Familia Cosmovision. In 

2015, under Cerullo’s leadership, INSP launched both a movie production company (“INSP 
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Films”) and a content distribution company (“Imagicomm Entertainment”).   

 

Cerullo is the founder and Chairman of MEDIACOMM, INC., one of the largest full service 

production and post production facilities in the Southeast U.S. He is the Chairman and CEO of 

Inspiration Ministries a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization operating in more than 190 countries 

and parent company to  Inspiration Network International (INI),  viewed in over 155 countries. 

Earlier in his career, Cerullo founded a successful advertising and public relations firm, a 

management consulting firm, and his own real estate development/construction company. He is a 

member of the National Cable Television Association and serves on its Programming 

Committee. In 2016 he was inducted into the 50th Anniversary Class of Cable Television 

Pioneers. 

 

Ravi Kapur, Founder & CEO, Diya TV & Major Market Broadcasting 

 

Award-winning journalist Ravi Kapur is the founder and CEO of Diya TV, America’s first 24/7 

South Asian broadcast television network airing to more than 50 million people in a dozen 

markets around the nation. 

 

In addition, Ravi owns and operates television stations in San Francisco, Chicago and Fargo that 

broadcast 40 program streams of major network, sports, and minority-focused content. He is the 

first Indian-American to own a full power television station in the United States. His first 

broadcast venture, KAXT, became America's most diverse television station, incubating 

networks and hyperlocal programming for the African-American, Hispanic, South Asian, 

Vietnamese, Chinese, Taiwanese, Korean and Filipino communities.Ravi led KAXT to its first-

ever Emmy award in 2013 and nomination as Television Station of the Year by Broadcast 

Engineering in 2010. 

 

Before venturing into entrepreneurship, Ravi served as an anchor, reporter, and producer for 

ABC, CBS & NBC affiliates in Northern California, Oregon & Tennessee, enterprising stories 

that changed local laws, altered big business practices and held area politicians accountable. He 

has testified before the FCC and Congress, was a Broadcast Leadership fellow of the National 

Association of Broadcasters, and majored in Communication and Rhetorical Studies at Syracuse 

University. In 2016, Ravi was inducted into the MMTC Hall of Fame for his commitment to 

advancing diversity and inclusion in media & telecommunications. 

 

Dr. Kimberly Scott, Executive Director & Associate Professor, Center for Gender Equity 

in Science and Technology, Arizona State University 

 

Dr. Kimberly A. Scott is an Associate Professor of Women and Gender Studies in the School of 

Social Transformation at Arizona State University and Founder/Executive Director of the Center 

for Gender Equity in Science and Technology. Trained as a sociologist of education and 

childhoods, Scott’s interdisciplinary work examines girls’ of color social and academic 

development in informal spaces and their techno-social innovations. In 2007, Scott founded 

CompuGirls a technology program for adolescent girls from underserved school districts that 

offer participants opportunities to work with cutting edge digital media to encourage 

computational thinking, affect positive change in their communities, enhance techno-social 
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analytical skills and provide a dynamic and fun learning environment that nurtures self-

esteem.  Scott was named in 2014 a White House Champion of Change for STEM Access.  

 

Dr. Scott earned her B.A. from Smith College in Art History and French Literature, an M.S. from 

Long Island University in Curriculum and Instruction/Elementary Education, an Ed.D. from 

Rutgers University in Social and Philosophical Foundations of Education, and recently 

completed the High Potentials Leadership Program at the Harvard Business School. 

 

Kevin Clark, Ph.D., Professor of Learning Technologies and Founding Director of the 

Center for Digital Media Innovation and Diversity, George Mason University 
 

Kevin Clark’s research focuses on the role of interactive and digital media in education, 

broadening participation in STEM, and issues of diversity in children’s media. Kevin has more 

than 20 years’ experience as a designer, advisor, and consultant to media organizations and 

currently serves as the Strategic Advisor for Diversity in Children’s Content Production to the 

Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB). Dr. Clark has been honored by the White House as a 

Champion of Change for his work in supporting and accelerating STEM opportunities for 

African American students, schools, and communities. He holds both a B.S. and M.S. in 

computer science from North Carolina State University and a Ph.D. in Instructional Systems 

from Pennsylvania State University. 

 

Jouelzy, Content Creator/Writer 

 

Jouelzy is a YouTube Creator celebrating the diversity of women of color through discussions on 

complex cultural and lifestyle topics. Intersecting history with pop culture, to brighten the future. 

With over 162k subscribers, Jouelzy curates weekly discussions to encourage #SmartBrownGirls 

as they define their own success stories, emboldening them to push back against harmful social 

norms.  

 

Lightning Round 4: Unlocking the 5G Revolution 

 

Moderator: Laura Moy, Visiting Assistant Professor & Co-Director of the 

Communications and Technology Section, Institute for Public Representation, Georgetown 

Law  

 

Laura Moy is a Visiting Assistant Professor at Georgetown Law and current Acting Co-Director 

of the Communications and Technology section of Georgetown Law's Institute for Public 

Representation. Prior to her current position at Georgetown Law, Laura worked as a Staff 

Attorney at Public Knowledge and as Senior Policy Counsel at New America's Open Technology 

Institute. She has written, spoken, and advocated before federal agencies and Congress on a 

broad range of technology policy issues, including consumer privacy, security research, device 

portability, copyright, and net neutrality. Laura completed her JD at NYU School of Law and has 

an undergraduate degree from the University of Maryland. 
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Gary Jabara, CEO, Mobilitie  

 

As founder and CEO of Mobilitie, Gary Jabara has taken the concept of “mobility”—a state of 

ever-ready connectedness—from concept to reality for an entire nation. Mobilitie is the largest 

privately held owner of wireless telecommunications infrastructure and the largest wireless 

services firm in the U.S. A pioneer in the industry, Gary is a strong advocate of “wireless as a 

utility”: enabling connectivity for all people, regardless of socioeconomic status. 

 

Prior to establishing Mobilitie in 2005, Gary was a Partner at Deloitte Consulting and the firm’s 

Partner-in-Charge of Wireless Real Estate and Infrastructure. At Deloitte, Gary oversaw the 

negotiation of over $50 billion of telecommunications infrastructure assets on behalf of major 

global wireless carriers and led Deloitte’s Practice for Capital Projects Advisory assisting Global 

Fortune 100 firms on the efficient deployment of their capital.  

 

The same dedication Gary has towards clients also carries over into a passion for community. 

Gary provides funding and donates time to a variety of causes. Among these are Vision Village, 

Susan G. Komen Foundation, Youth Employment Service (YES), Newport Elementary School 

Foundation, Alzheimer’s Association, Museum of Tolerance, University of Southern California, 

New York University and Soup Kitchen.  

 

Mike Kilgore, Vice President, Rural Wireless Association, Inc. and General Manager & 

CEO, Sagebrush Cellular and Nemont Telephone Cooperative  

 

Michael D. Kilgore serves as the Vice President of the Rural Wireless Association.  He brings 

over 29 years of telecommunications industry experience to RWA. He has held operations, 

engineering, and management positions for companies including MCI, Rockwell International, 

McLeod USA, and Nemont. Mr. Kilgore began his career with Nemont in March of 2005 as the 

Plant Operations Manager. He was promoted to the position of Assistant General Manager in 

2008. By May of 2009, Mr. Kilgore was named CEO and General Manager, with oversight of all 

activities associated with five companies within the Nemont “family”, including Sagebrush 

Cellular. 

 

In his leadership position with Nemont, he set the pace for dramatic improvements in rural 

wireless communications. He successfully negotiated voice & data roaming agreement with 

major national wireless carriers. This feat once thought impossible, significantly increases 

consumer access to wireless services in these times of fiscal uncertainty. Mr. Kilgore holds an 

Electronics Technology Degree from Casper College and a Technical Management Degree from 

DeVry University.  

 

Renee Gregory, Senior Policy Advisor, White House Office of Science and Technology 

Policy 

 

Ms. Gregory serves as a Senior Policy Advisor in the White House Office of Science and 

Technology Policy, Office of the Chief Technology Officer.  In that role, Ms. Gregory works to 

advance and institutionalize the President's technology and innovation agenda, particularly 

promoting wired and wireless broadband connectivity.  Ms. Gregory is also engaged in White 
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House initiatives related to autonomous vehicles; Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS); space-

based services including GPS and commercial launch and satellite activities; first responder 

communications; competition policy; and communications-related legislation.   

 

Before joining the White House, Renee was a Senior Advisor in the Office of the Assistant 

Secretary at the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) at the 

Department of Commerce.  Previously, she spent more than three years in senior positions at the 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC), where she served as a Legal Advisor to Chairmen 

Genachowski and Wheeler, focusing on domestic commercial spectrum policy and 

technology.  Ms. Gregory graduated with honors from Yale University and the Georgetown 

University Law Center. 

 

Michael Mattmiller, Chief Technology Officer, City of Seattle 

 

Michael Mattmiller is the Chief Technology Officer and Director of the Department of 

Information Technology for the City of Seattle. In this role, Michael is responsible for 

connecting the City to the public, providing the City’s workforce with productivity enhancing 

technology solutions, and ensuring the public can equitably participate in the City’s high-tech 

economy. Since joining the City in 2014, Michael has focused on delivering solutions that 

optimize the City’s use of technology resources, build trust in how the City uses the public’s 

information, and increased the availability of gigabit broadband service to homes and businesses 

across Seattle. 

 

Prior to his work at the City, Michael was a senior strategist at Microsoft focused on data privacy 

and protection practices across the company’s enterprise cloud solutions and a consultant with 

PricewaterhouseCoopers.  

 

Jay English, Public Safety Program Manager, National Coordinating Center for 

Communications, U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

 


